2| ABIRA XXX

SWISSHOUSE XXX

ARCHITECT : DANIEL BUREN & DAVIDE MACULLO

SWISS HOUSE ROSSA REPRESENTS the constant commitment to build with respect for the places
we inhabit and to make every effort in helping our understanding of civilisation. This is an opera that
lies on the cusp between art and architecture, a living sculpture. Alongside its primary role in protecting
man from the elements, it is an architecture that needs art to complete it. The Calanca valley, when you
go there, you forget the things that are known to you.The apparent urban simplicity of the place is a
complex interlace of balance between men and the stones used to build their own home. Nothing here
is new. This physical and spiritual place still resists commoditisation and each object placed in it is
consumed and amalgamated with history and nature. Swiss House is placed spatially along a line of
volumes of patrician houses that form an agglomeration around the village church. The new volume
emphasises this axis both physically and conceptually. The cross in vertical projection, the rounding of
the edges and the simple torsion of the roof make it dynamic and reinterprets the archetype of the
house. Just like the typical house as designed by children: two vertical lines, two diagonal line for the
roof, holes for letting light. This is the same thing, but completely different. It is the archetype
re-invented to show that the reasons for building are inventive and inexhaustible and that buildings are
our public art. Just as our surrounding nature is not always the same, taking on new meanings
depending on how we observe it. It is an enclosure that defines a dynamic space. The points of view
and the light penetrations work on the perception of time. It is an unbroken line of emotions. Each
aperture is calibrated and oriented towards selected views of the surrounding landscape. The
basement is in reinforced concrete, the upper volume entirely in wood, without interpreting the
traditional construction type of the Alps, but using it as it is. The architect's work is to deal with the

psychology of space, perception, and love for man.
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Location Rossa, Calanca Valley, Graubiinden, Switzerland Use
Private house Site area 350m2 Building area 75m2 Gross floor
area 300m? Client Oksana Kudin, Davide Macullo Collaboration
Mario Cristiani - Galleria Continua Design collaborators Michele
Alberio, Aileen Forbes-Munnelly Indoor art installation Miki Tallone
(roof structure) Other art in situ Flavio Paolucci, Adoka Niitsu,
Lorenzo Cambin, Marta Margnetti Landscape architect Davide

Macullo Architects - Lugano, CH Interior design Davide Macullo

Architects Photographer Alexandre Zveiger, Fabrice Fouillet

— Exteriorview — Exterior and external stairs
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“— Kitchen and dining room — Bedroom on the mazzanine floor

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

GROUND MEZZANINE FLOOR PLAN

1 ENTRANCE
2 KITCHEN + DINING ROOM

1ST FLOOR PLAN

3 LIVING ROOM
4 BATHROOM

5 BEDROOM
6 VOID OVER THE OPEN SPACE

7 TOILET

1ST MEZZANINE FLOOR PLAN

1 Dining room
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